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CHAP,    that the Company had forfeited their charter by a
XXVIII
___'    systematic violation of the law, and  the threats
which were superadded to that assertion. It was
henceforth clear, that, whatever might be its fate
for the future, the Company must enjoy its privi-
leges for the remainder of the period secured by
law, or be despoiled of them by a breach of national
faith,*
Portions of the evidence taken before the com-
mittee had been reported to the House from time
A.D. isso.   to time.    On the 8th of July the chairman pre-
sented a report on the China trade, eminently dis-
tinguished by clearness, completeness, and impar-
tiality.    It exhibited a lucid and comprehensive
abstract of the evidence without any expression of
opinion.    A shorter report on matters unconnected
with the China trade, and being no more than an
introduction to a part of the evidence, was also pre-
sented.    On this occasion Mr. Trant expressed a
hope that, in the following session, the committee
which might be appointed would especially consider
Indian affairs with reference to the interests of the
natives of India.    General Gascoyne reiterated his
* In one of his efforts to convict the Company of a systematic
breach of the law, Mr. Huskisson fell into an absurdity inexpli-
cable in a man of so much shrewdness. He supposed an advea-
ture, in which the Company were to lose 500 per cent.; that is,
were to lose five times as much as they placed in hazard; and
asked with perfect gravity, whether they would feel the law not
strained by fixing a rate which should cover that loss ? The
question does not appear in the printed evidence, it having been
struck out in chanty to Mr. Huskissoii's reputation.